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Assessment: 

Last week I began my final product research by looking into Diprivan. This week I 

researched a second anesthetic called Xylocaine or is also known as lidocaine. I found 

extensive information and research on this medication on the same medical website I 

found Diprivan on, so this article is similarly as long. For my research assessment, I will 

be doing the same thing as last time by only using the first proportion of pages for my 

assessment and then going back over the weekend to continue annotating the rest of 

the article.  

The first thing I found important about Xylocaine was that it was a local 

anesthetic. I had initially planned on focusing solely on general anesthesia, but I have 

since then recently decided to challenge myself further by analyzing all the different 

types of anesthesia. I will then take this research and use it to compare the different 

anesthesias to each other within their respective groups and then possibly to the other 

varying groups. That being said since Xylocaine is a local anesthetic it made sense to 

me when the article pointed out that “the incidence of adverse effects is 

directly proportional to the total dose of local anesthetic agent administered” 

(“Xylocaine” 2). During my first semester research when I looked deeper into the 

different categories of anesthesia, I learned about how local and regional anesthetics 



can be given in different varying dosages based on the type of procedure and the 

patient’s preference with receiving extra sedatives. It also makes sense that the risks 

are similarly based upon the level of the dosage received. However, that raises the 

question in my mind that if patients were to receive a smaller dosage, would the 

potential aftermath risks decrease? Of course, though, doctors calculate the right 

amount of dosage that allows the patient to receive the minimum dosage amount 

needed for the safety of the patient throughout their procedure.  

One thing that I was surprised by was the fact that this specific anesthetic is 

commonly used for bladder related procedures(“Xylocaine”). I never expected that I 

would look into these types of procedures, however, I think it is important to learn more 

about a vast amount of produces and the anesthesia used during them. This will then 

allow me to broaden my knowledge and understanding of the field of anesthesia. I also 

find the purpose of this anesthetic interesting because it helped me better understand 

how there is a wide variety of anesthesia that all have a different specific function or 

purpose. This may pose a problem when I later try to understand what exactly 

researchers look for when improving anesthesia. That is because, since all anesthetics 

have different functions or purposes, doctors probably look for different things 

depending on the type of anesthesia and the purpose they are aiming for.  

The third and final important thing I found in this article that I will talk about in this 

assessment is how Xylocaine has severe risks. Multiple times throughout the article, the 

multiple kinds of severe risks this anesthesia can cause are briefed about and warned 

of such as “respiratory depression”(“Xylocaine” 3).and “cardiac arrest”(“Xylocaine” 4). 

This was surprising to me because local anesthetics only targeted a small area of the 



body rather than the whole body as general anesthetics do. This has opened my mind 

to the fact that I have been kind of single-minded with how I solely focused on how 

anesthesia affects the brain. Now I am more aware of how anesthesia can play a role in 

all parts of the body such as the lungs and heart. Moreover, not only general 

anesthetics can cause these risks, but even local and regional anesthetics can too.  

During this assessment on Xylocaine, I learned not only about what Xylocaine is 

but also learned more about local and regional anesthesia as a whole. Moreover, this 

article helped me better understand my final product and made me realize I need to 

prepare in case some adjustments may have to be made. Looking forward to the next 

few assessments, I am excited to continue looking deeper at different anesthetics and 

their individual properties and functions.  

 

 

 

 

 


