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Assessment: 

Last week I researched my second anesthesia, Xylocaine. This week I 

researched the third anesthetic, and the second general anesthetic called Ketamine 

HCl. I found extensive information and research on this medication on the same medical 

website I found the other two on, so this article is similarly as long. For my research 

assessment, I will be using roughly the same number of pages as the last time and then 

later go back over the weekend to continue annotating the rest of the article.  

The first thing I found important about Ketamine HCl was that it was a general 

anesthetic medication. I had initially planned on focusing solely on general anesthesia, 

but I have since then recently decided to challenge myself further by analyzing all the 

different types of anesthesia. However, I still want to prioritize looking into general 

anesthetics so I will try to find more general type anesthesias before looking further into 

other kinds of anesthesia. Moreover, it was said that “it is not known if Ketamine 

Hydrochloride is safe and effective in children younger than 16 years of age”(“Ketamine 

Hydrochloride” 1). The fact that it is simply unknown whether or not this specific 

medication is safe for younger children makes it appear that this anesthetic is not yet 

heavily researched or that it has not often been the best option for younger children to 

which results from exposure could be gathered and tested. Another initial thing I find 



particularly interesting about Ketamine Hydrochloride is the unusual risks it poses to 

patients such as causing “severe confusion, hallucinations, unusual thoughts, extreme 

fear”(“Ketamine Hydrochloride” 1). These are not common side effects based on the 

other anesthesia medications I have examined so far. Furthermore, these particular side 

effects deal directly with the brain and mental wellness of the patient. This is alarming to 

me because I believe that harmful effects relating to mental health can be more severe 

than some physical risks that other anesthesia may pose, deeming them safer.  

As for the prime conditions for when etamine Hydrochloride can or should be 

used. The first is that “Ketamine hydrochloride is best suited for short procedures” 

however it can also “be used, with additional doses, for longer procedures”(“Ketamine 

Hydrochloride” 2). Understanding the type of procedures that this specific anesthesia is 

good for will help with my later analysis and comparison with the other medication I 

have and will look into. Moreover, even though Ketamine Hydrochloride can be used for 

longer operations, I do not know if it would be best to use this specific anesthetic for 

longer periods of time when it is said that it is optimal for shorter procedures. Maybe if 

an operation goes overtime, more dosages of this anesthesia can be given rather than 

using a new one because of the stretched out time. However, I think there are other 

general anesthetics that would work best for surgeries with longer durations, while this 

one is best for shorter operations.  

Another note that the article addresses is the certain conditions of patients who 

receive Ketamine Hydrochloride that doctors need to be aware of and look out for. The 

article specifically talks about what to do if the patient suddenly throws up after their 

dosage has been given, or any other complication that could potentially block the 



patient’s airways(“Ketamine Hydrochloride”). This step process helps me better 

understand how different medications could have different signs that something is going 

wrong with the patient. Anesthesiologists need to be able to not only learn to notice 

these tells for each medication but also know how to react quickly in order to fix the 

situation. 

During this assessment on Ketamine Hydrochloride, I learned not only about 

what Ketamine Hydrochloride is but also more about the job of an anesthesiologist as a 

whole. I also learned more about specific optimal conditions to look for when 

researching further anesthesias. Moreover, this article helped me learn more about 

another anesthesia for my final product. Looking forward to the next few assessments, I 

am excited to continue looking deeper at different anesthetics and their individual 

properties and functions.  

 


